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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the 
references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue therefrom. The listing of a reference herein is not an admission that the reference is prior 
art or that the reference is material to patentability. 

This information is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. No certification or fee is required. 

Some of the references were cited in counterpart foreign applications. English language 
foreign search reports (for Application No. EP 02257632.6 and Application No. 
PCT/GB03/04646) are attached for the Examiner's information. 



Application No. 10/533,177 



Please note that the following foreign language reference has an English language 
counterpart which is listed on the attached Form PTO-1449: 

U.S. Patent No. 6,799,708 B2 is an English language counterpart to DE 199 57 136 CI. 

The concise relevance of the three Japanese language references (JP 52131943, JP 2001- 
234308, and JP 2002-249860) is believed to be as indicated in the PCT/GB03/04646 search 
report: defining the general state of the art which is not considered to be of particular relevance. 
English abstracts are also included for these three references. 

This application was filed after June 30, 2003; therefore, copies of cited U.S. patents and 
U.S. published applications are not included. 



Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, P.A. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612) 349-3001 



Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 16-0631. 



I hereby certify that this document is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 80x^1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 



Respectfully submitted, 




Douglas J. Christensen 
Registration No. 35,480 
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for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 2023 1 . DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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